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1425  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. Aug. i. 1893.
Mr. Gladstone . . . has to apologise to Your Majesty for an
error in the letter of yesterday when he stated that in the majority
of the Parliaments elected since the first Reform Act the Parlia-
mentary majority had been smaller than in the present Parlia-
ment. There is no work known to Mr. Gladstone which gives
authentic information, but Mr. Gladstone has to-day examined
the matter as well as he could, and he desires somewhat to limit
the assertion of yesterday. He thinks that beyond doubt the
majority was less than that of the present Parliament in the
Parliaments of 1835, 1837, 1847, 1852, and 1859. One other
Parliament, if not two, may be considered doubtful. Mr. Gladstone
has to ask pardon for the inadvertence now described.
1426  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 319.)
Nov. 13. 1893.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports to Your Majesty that the Cabinet
met today for the purpose of considering the grave public evils
which are consequent upon the present prolonged and extensive
strike in the Coal Trade: and the possibility of any useful
intervention by Your Majesty's Servants. Preliminary inquiries
have been made by the President of the Board of Trade1 among
the leading persons of the opposite sides. It is believed that the
Employers might be led to make reasonable concessions. On the
side of the men, Mr. Pickard, M.P., who is believed to exercise
a great influence, has shown little disposition to move: others
associated with him are more favourable.
The Cabinet appointed a few of their number to conduct the
further communication. They do not propose to undertake
arbitration or mediation, to which they are invited by neither
party: but Lord Rosebery has consented to preside at a meeting
of the two parties, if it shall appear that the interval stiE to be
bridged over is narrow, and that such a meeting might fairly
be expected to lead to a friendly adjustment. ...
i Mr. Mundella.